
 
 

 
 
 

Ravello LAB - International Forum 
IV Edition  

 
2007-2013: culture and development 
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Ravello, 29th -31st October 2009 
 
In 2006, Federculture, the Centro Universitario Europeo per i Beni Culturali and Formez started a study 
initiative aimed at analysing and exchanging experiences at an international level. The fourth edition of 
Ravello LAB International Forum takes place in Ravello from the 29th to 31st October 2009. 

 
The awareness that culture can be the most suitable resource to reinforce European People’s identity has 
been recently ratified by the European Agenda for Culture. Moreover, this document, from the European 
Commission, also identifies other great potentialities of culture as a catalyst of local development, identity and 
social cohesion. 
The ongoing economic and financial crisis has damaged the whole world’s economies and now it seriously 
makes everyone think about new paradigms at the basis of sustainable development.  
In this contest, the International Forum of Ravello LAB can usefully contribute to the mid term evaluation of 
the on-going programming period for the European Cohesion Policy. Ravello LAB can in fact participate by 
suggesting a reorientation of financial resources toward new objectives able to integrate economic 
development, social cohesion and the protection and promotion of the cultural heritage of our territories. 

The fourth edition of Ravello LAB will also give the chance to analyse the issues of 
the European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009. 
 

The working sessions 
The two working sessions are based on the outcomes of the study started in 2008 edition and focused on the 
Economy and Society of Knowledge-Cultural Policies in the Euro Mediterranean Quadrant from a double point 
of view: creative industries and neighbourhood policies. 
In details, the 2009 edition of Ravello LAB will gather together international experts to analyse two main 
issues: 

1.  Strategies for the development of cultural industries for territorial cohesion 
a. The European Capitals of Culture: cities like cultural industries? 
b. The new cultural attractors: which urban dynamics linked to culture? 

2. Mediterranean cultural productions for a new Neighbourhood Policy  
a. The Mediterranean heritage: towards which valorisation? 
b. The Mediterranean tradition: between artistic craftsmanship and the new frontiers of design? 



The 2009 edition of Ravello LAB has also launched a new initiative, the Ravello LAB Research, envisaging the 
participation of 10 young European academic researchers engaged in research projects about the relationship 
between culture and development. They will have the chance to take part to the working sessions. 
 
Methodology 
The general consensus on the role of Ravello LAB has not to hide some of its limits. In particular, it has been 
pointed out the need of a more effective International Forum. 
To this end, the choice of analysing the opportunities envisaged by the Cohesion Policy (strictly linked  to the 
considerable amount of available financial resources) intends to promote Actions, tools and projects able to 
strengthen the potentialities of the culture/development relationship from a economic and social point of view. 
In this framework, the Community of Ravello LAB, mainly composed of participants to the previous editions, 
will be finally set up and activated with the purpose of identifying common paths going from exchanging 
experiences and good practices to the sharing of innovative European projects. 
 

The European Commission and the Swedish Precidency 
Ravello LAB believes in the idea of building up a real lab in the service of European policies for 
development focused on culture and knowledge economy. For this reason since the 2008 edition 
it has established a privileged relationship with the European Commission and with the European 

Presidency on duty (France).    
This year too, Ravello LAB goes on this way having established fruitful exchanges with the political 
representative of the Swedish Presidency (second semester 2009). 
 
A Soul for Europe 
 
Since 2004, an independent network composed of institutions and single 
European personalities is committed to the promotion of the ‘A Soul for Europe’ 
initiative believing in culture as a key resource to promote the real integration 
and unification of Europe. 
The key issue is that the cultural sector should become the basis of more aware European policies aimed at a 
sustainable development and at a good relationship with the neighbourhood countries, also to ensure stability 
to the European project.     
The perfect coincidence between Ravello LAB and A Soul for Europe has encouraged the organisation of the 
first edition of: 

Forum Italia – “Un’Anima per l’Europa – A Soul for Europe“ 
Forum Italia is part of Forum X “A Soul for Europe”, a series of high level meetings across Europe with the 
objective to establish a fruitful interaction and positive dialogue among civil society, in particular the cultural 
sector, and the words of politics and economics to promote the development of the European project.  The 
series began in March 2007 with Forum Belgrade – “Душа Европe – A Soul for Europe” and has since then 
continued with successful events in Pécs, Skopje, Lyon, Sofia, Prague which brought lasting concrete results 
in the respective contexts 


